[The value of ultrasonographic monitoring in mandibular lengthening using the Ilizarov principle. Preliminary results].
From a review of the literature and a clinical case, we demonstrate the value of ultrasonographic monitoring of mandibular distraction according to the Ilizarov's protocol. Unlike X rays, sonography offers early and reliable pictures of the ossification process. The ultrasonic image matches the histological aspect obtained in the course of experiment. A more accurate monitoring of the regenerating area is thus made possible.